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Another task of the midwife is the disposal
of the placenta. In fact, the problem of its dis-
posal has brought into being one of the world's
strangest professions, Tokyo is divided into six
districts with one placenta disposal company in
each district. 'The companies send around post-
cards, so after a birth I just put the placenta in the
white ungkzed earthenware jar which the mother
has purchased for the purpose, wrap it in paper
and then drop the postcard in the mail with the
house address on it. The company sends around
a collection man who, for a fee of fifty sen, takes
the jar to the company's furnace where it is burned
at a white heat, the placenta being completely
turned to ash and the far thrown away. Such
companies also do fumigation work and for an
additional ten sen a call will remove any soiled
garments and rags which I may wish to get rid of,"
said Mrs. KazamL
A call at the Nihon Hoikaisha (Japan Placenta
Company) later revealed that about one per cent
of its district's inhabitants still cling to the old
traditions. For this reason the company also has
a burial ground where plots either first, second or
third, class may be rented for a five year period at
a fee .ranging from one yen and fifty sen to five,
yen* A shrine dedicated to deceased placenta